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Jim Leftwich 
August 6 at 11:23am 


Jim Leftwich. 
Useless Writing 
(2001) 


Skills are acquired behaviors, similar to acquired tastes. They are learned behaviors valued by 
the dominant culture to the extent that it can use them. Different areas of the dominant culture 
value different skills. Skill is developed originally, jump-started if you will, through training, then 
honed, refined, through experience, through practice, the practice of the particular skill. One 
sets out to learn a skill, seeks out an expert in the field, and is trained by rote and through 
information until one has acquired the desired skill. It is the same whether one wishes to repair 
an automobile engine or write a sonnet, program a computer or paint a portrait. There is a 
hierarchy at work here, and those who reside at the highest levels do so due to their possession 
of a specialized knowledge and their mastery of its requisite activities: the arcanum and its 
secret gestures: the gnosis and its rites. Almost all of us can learn almost any skill if we desire to 
do so. All that is required is the desire and the work, the desire and the willingness to put in the 
time and put forth the effort to acquire the skill. All the skills that are taught, and the ways in 
which they are taught, are structurally necessary to the culture that teaches them, else they 
would not be taught. We should think of this usefulness as meaning only one thing: useful 
means useful to the dominant culture, always and only. That which is deemed useful is such 
only insofar as it reinforces the fundamental structure of the culture. The power relations that 
are structurally in place must remain structurally in place. Change is not only allowed, it is 
required, but only in the details of the larger pattern; the larger pattern of necessity must remain 
intact. 


What happens if one desires to practice useless skills, skills that are not useful in maintaining 
the structure of the culture? First of all, one will not be able to acquire these skills in the usual 
manner. There will be no teachers provided by the culture; no training will be available. One’s 
desire will of necessity need be nearly an obsession. The work, the time and effort required, 


may seem disproportionate to the desire. One will likely decide to pursue some other skill, to 
alter one’s desire, to attune one’s desire to those regarded as useful by the culture. 


What happens if one persists in the pursuit of useless skills? It is unlikely that an entirely 
unforeseen activity will be invented, so one will work in the shadows of an already established 
tradition. But, at least at the outset, one will work alone, without guides or guidelines. The wheel 
will likely be reinvented accidentally and often. (Reinventing the wheel is useful in the pursuit of 
useless skills.) But the wheel is not a part of the desire, so it will be discarded — discarded not 
as useless, but as useful, therefore inappropriate to the pursuit. One trains by sorting and 
wandering, sifting, brooding, drifting, gathering and discarding, always discarding. This is a 
nomadic pursuit, not necessarily directionless or circuitous, but always everything but the steady 
step along a straight and narrow path. This is the crooked path, and its passage is along the low 
road. 


This autodidact will learn to do things that others have no desire to do, that others are not 
allowed to do, that others are not able to think of doing. This is obvious from the outside looking 
in, but only acknowledged by the dominant culture in moods of elitist condescension. The 
normative reaction of the dominant culture will be derision or a haughty indifference. Structural 
superiority, however, permits itself the privilege of praising from a position of ignorance. This is a 
method that attempts to appropriate the useless. A cursory glance at recent cultural history in 
America alone reveals several instances of this. There is only one way around this: if one is truly 
committed to the practice of useless skills, one must be constantly on guard against one’s own 
tendencies towards usefulness. 


Two useless skills: 


1. private writing, by which | mean writing that has a strictly subjective significance for the writer. 
this writing may be appropriated by the dominant culture, i.e. published, sold, archived, studied, 
etc., but it cannot be known for what it is. a writer’s disciplined practice of private writing can 
only be known as such by that writer. other knowledge concerning it will never be other than 
ancillary. 


2. asemic writing, by which | mean writing that is shifted intentionally towards the unreadable, 
towards image, without discarding entirely all vestiges of either the letter or the line, and without 
assuming the alternative status of visual art. it is a hybrid writing, a writing not meant for a 
reading mingled with an imaging not meant for looking. it is a useless, mutant writing, its 
uselessness a mutagen for the writer. 


3.12.01 
LikeShow more reactions 


CommentShare 
19Slobodan Skerovié, Chris Bidle and 17 others 


10 Comments 
2 shares 


Comments 


Nico Vassilakis #1 & #2 

Unlike - Reply - 5 - August 6 at 11:53am 

Bill Beamer well said 

Like - Reply - 2 - August 6 at 1:20pm 

Paul Lambert really helpful Jim thumbs way up 

Like - Reply - 2 - August 6 at 2:07pm 

John M. Bennett Long live the useless skills, it is life-affirming to practice them, tho it can get 
lonely - 

Unlike - Reply - 4 - August 6 at 2:33pm 

Yakov Leib HaKohain-kalidas a poem, for example, should have no #utility, no "purpose" or 
"meaning." Every poem | write is intended as an assault on such purpose and meaning as the 
prevailing culture seems to value. To read it otherwise reflects the reader's #need and certainly 
n...See More 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 2:09pm - Edited 

Don Socha The prevailing culture likes to consume products quickly and completely. How might 
useless writing complicate that? 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 11:35am 

Yakov Leib HaKohain-kalidas not at all. to do so would make it purposeful, and it should have no 
purpose other than itself. a poem should not be a tool "for" anything else (no matter how noble it 
may seem) except its own existence. 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 11:43am - Edited 

Don Socha Makes it easier for you, | guess. Easy for any potential readers too. Ouroboros 
writing. More true to life, | suppose. Still, my reading of Leftwich suggests that such 
complacency, while apparently ‘useless’ isn't really because it risks promoting or "maintaining 
the [useful] structure of the culture" in a useful way. 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 12:00pm - Edited 

Yakov Leib HaKohain-kalidas Don Socha right. 

Like - Reply -: Yesterday at 1:48pm 

Yakov Leib HaKohain-kalidas Don Socha the ouroboros, yes. "Easier" or "harder," i can't say. 
since i am neither the writer of the poem nor its reader. 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 2:29pm - Edited 

Write a reply... 


Don Socha I'd recommend cutting the generalizations "almost all of us can learn almost any skill 
if we desire to do so. All that is required is the desire and the work, the desire and the 
willingness to put in the time and put forth the effort...". You cover this in a more egalitarian 
fashion earlier and | wonder if we want to downplay what may well be unforeseen difficulties in 
being useful. 


Like - Reply - Yesterday at 11:28am - Edited 

Jim Leftwich if one is truly committed to the practice of useless skills, one must be constantly on 
guard against one’s own tendencies towards usefulness. 

Like - Reply -: 2 - Yesterday at 1:17pm 

Yakov Leib HaKohain-kalidas "For the good that | would, | do not: but the evil which | would not, 
that | do." (Romans 7:19) 

Like - Reply : Yesterday at 2:00pm 

Write a reply... 

Don Socha Intriguingly, perhaps it's ‘difficult’ to be either useful or useless. 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 1:19pm 

Jim Leftwich i propose here and elsewhere an aspirational practice -- as part of an only partially 
imaginary training manual. difficulty and persistence should be taken as givens. 

Like - Reply : 2 - Yesterday at 1:25pm 

Don Socha Also, while we might 'work' ourselves free of guidance, i\some might argue that t is 
never finally possible. 

Like - Reply : Yesterday at 2:29pm 

Jim Leftwich i might agree with you, but in march of 2001, when i wrote this little meditation, i 
was in something close to a manifesto-writing mood. it was written in response to a request from 
a university journal, so that context had something to do with the content (at the time i was 
publishing widely in the small press network, but only rarely in an academic setting). 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 2:38pm 


Michael Dec 
Yesterday at 7:31am - Roseville, MI - 


Is nonconformity and freethinking a mental illness? According to the newest addition of the 
DSM-IV (Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders), it certainly is. The manual 
identifies a new mental illness called “oppositional defiant disorder” or ODD. Defined as an 
“ongoing pattern of disobedient, hostile and defiant behavior,” symptoms include questioning 
authority, negativity, defiance, argumentativeness, and being easily annoyed. 


The DSM-IV is the manual used by psychiatrists to diagnose mental illnesses and, with each 
new edition, there are scores of new mental illnesses. Are we becoming sicker? Is it getting 
harder to be mentally healthy? Authors of the DSM-IV say that it’s because they're better able to 


identify these illnesses today. Critics charge that it’s because they have too much time on their 
hands. 


New mental illnesses identified by the DSM-IV include arrogance, narcissism, above-average 
creativity, cynicism, and antisocial behavior. In the past, these were called “personality traits,” 
but now they’re diseases. 


And there are treatments available. 


All of this is a symptom of our over-diagnosing and overmedicating culture. In the last 50 years, 
the DSM-IV has gone from 130 to 357 mental illnesses. A majority of these illnesses afflict 
children. Although the manual is an important diagnostic tool for the psychiatric industry, it has 
also been responsible for social changes. The rise in ADD, bipolar disorder, and depression in 
children has been largely because of the manual’s identifying certain behaviors as symptoms. A 
Washington Post article observed that, if Mozart were born today, he would be diagnosed with 
ADD and “medicated into barren normality.” 


According to the DSM-IV, the diagnosis guidelines for identifying oppositional defiant disorder 
are for children, but adults can just as easily suffer from the disease. This should give any 
freethinking American reason for worry. 


The Soviet Union used new “mental illnesses” for political repression. People who didn’t accept 
the beliefs of the Communist Party developed a new type of schizophrenia. They suffered from 
the delusion of believing communism was wrong. They were isolated, forcefully medicated, and 
put through repressive “therapy” to bring them back to sanity. 


When the last edition of the DSM-IV was published, identifying the symptoms of various mental 
illnesses in children, there was a jump in the diagnosis and medication of children. Some states 
have laws that allow protective agencies to forcibly medicate, and even make it a punishable 
crime to withhold medication. This paints a chilling picture for those of us who are 
nonconformists. 


Although the authors of the manual claim no ulterior motives but simply better diagnostic 
practices, the labeling of freethinking and nonconformity as mental illnesses has a lot of 
potential for abuse. It can easily become a weapon in the arsenal of a repressive state. 


I'm DOOMED! 
LikeShow more reactions 


CommentShare 
7John M. Bennett, Olchar E. Lindsann and 5 others 


Comments 


Michael Dec Fuck you and the big Pharma truck you rode in on! 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 7:32am 

David Thomas Roberts Militant in the name of my selfhood forever. 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 7:34am 

Michael Dec | was already mentally ill for real. This doesn't really surprise me, but it'll be plenty 
power in the hands of the do-rights. 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 7:47am - Edited 

Stephen J Dueweke Eradicating the DSM, and the Big Pharma truck the DSM rode in on, 
remains painfully easy; "simple, simple's'self", to quote my over-created Quince: acknowledge 
that "the self" does not exist; or exists only as an unreal, as opposed to an irreal, construction. 
Once we throw over the tyranny of the self we can return to personhood, personality with all 
personality's flaws and curiosities; once again, our humanity is saved. 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 8:02am 

Olchar E. Lindsann As soon as one version of this is discredited they re-brand it; in the 1890s it 
was hysteria, etc..... 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 9:02am 

Rachael Clark Frightening, indeed. | am more ill than | realized. 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 9:30am 

John Olson this is from The Onion, right? 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 12:13pm 

Michael Dec Uh, not sure. Had to copy & paste: there was no "share". 

Like - Reply : Yesterday at 1:36pm 

Michael Dec John, it's from the unbounded spirit. 

Like - Reply : Yesterday at 2:20pm 

Write a reply... 


Eric BigLu Stokes They are using the DSM V now 

Like - Reply « Yesterday at 1:49pm 

Michael Dec I'll ask my shrink what he thinks, if | can understand his "english". 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 1:51pm 

Jim Leftwich from Wikipedia 

History. 

Oppositional defiant disorder was first defined in the DSM-III (1980). Since the introduction of 
ODD as an independent disorder, the field trials to inform the definition of this disorder have 
included predominantly male subjects. Some clinicians have debated whether the diagnostic 
criteria presented above would be clinically relevant for use with females. Furthermore, some 
have questioned whether gender-specific criteria and thresholds should be included. 
Additionally, some clinicians have questioned the preclusion of ODD when CD is present.[3] 
According to Dickstein, the DSM-5 attempts to: 

"redefine ODD by emphasizing a ‘persistent pattern of angry and irritable mood along with 
vindictive behavior,’ rather than DSM-IV's focus exclusively on 'negativistic, hostile, and defiant 


behavior.’ Although DSM-IV implied, but did not mention, irritability, DSM-5 now includes three 
symptom clusters, one of which is 'angry/irritable mood'—defined as 'loses temper, is 
touchy/easily annoyed by others, and is angry/resentful.' This suggests that the process of 
clinically relevant research driving nosology, and vice versa, has ensured that the future will 
bring greater understanding of ODD".[9] 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 2:10pm 

Michael Dec That really pisses me off... 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 2:21pm 

Jim Leftwich this bullshit has been with us since 1980 -- i mean as part of the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual, with the same wording (oppositional defiant disorder). the timing makes me 
think it was originally in response to the punk version of the 70s counterculture. i remember 
Time magazine calling the first Clash album dangerous -- some of the best unintended praise 
any punk record ever received. 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 2:28pm 

Michael Dec There's been too much built to defeat a harmless "counterculture" I'll always be 
part of. my hair's white. 

Unlike - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 2:30pm 

Michael Dec These people are obviously deranged. | just sent one a friend request. 
http://youtu.be/6A3cHzFQsaql 

The Fall - Kurious Oranj 

The Fall - Kurious Oranj (from "I am Kurious Oranj" 1988) Pained and... 

YOUTUBE.COM 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 2:32pm 

Jim Leftwich the counterculture is always a temporary autonomous zone. we inhabit it as we 
can, over the course of many decades. 

Like - Reply - 2 - Yesterday at 2:42pm 

Michael Dec Exactly. That's why it's unclassifiable. Not mentally ill. 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 2:51pm 

Jim Leftwich it has always been about power and control... 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 2:55pm 

Spencer Selby The world of "One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest" never went away. 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 4:11pm 

Michael Dec Neither did the Indian who broke out stop fighting. 

Like - Reply : Yesterday at 7:03pm 
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INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE ON CRITICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL POETICS 
Jim Leftwich <jimleftwich@gmail.com> 
4:45 PM (15 minutes ago) 


to poexperimental, JOHN 

1. These are times of explosive and metatastic expansions of the visual, when the image can no 
longer present what is real since it is itself what's real; inscribed on a screen, on thousands of 
millions of screens, where the real but also the image have disappeared (Jean Baudrillard). In 
the context of global capitalism the image no longer responds to the sacred, nor to its 
“sacrilization” through art (and its aura); nor to its political socialization through the media, and 
culminates its journey in a viral techno-digital dematerialization: Given this situation, How can 
expanded visual-experimental poetry continue to follow its ideals and its innovative creations? 





jim leftwich, photo by Ralph Eaton 
during collab fest 35, 12.16.2009 
at The Water Heater in Roanoke, VA USA 


sitting on (in) a large painted collage mailed by Jeff Crouch for collaboration 


adding words chosen from a hat 

the visual poem is haptic and collaborative, and it is being worked on at a public event 
behind it is Tzara, instructing us on how to write a dadaist poem (the poem will be like you) 
and behind it is Pollock, on film, in the painting, denying the accident 

and behind it is the happening, a revolution of daily life, the temporary autonomous zone 


the street is outside the door and the beach is beneath the street 


2. In face of the predominance of the banal and of “art” as just another of the artifacts of the 
“matrix” of financial speculation predominant in this year of 2016, and without falling into 
metaphysical babbling but with a clear sense of history and criticism; must we continue to reject 
the “law of value” (as in mail-art), as well as aspire to conceptualizing forms from popular fiction 
(De Certeau) and in the face of the debilitating pressures of hegemonically expanding 
academicism (Hans Belting) designed to maintain its dominance over the ideology of art and its 
markets? 





jim leftwich and Cathy Bennett 

visual poetry as a component of our junk installation / trash assemblage 
made Saturday July 9 during the 2016 Roanoke afterMAF 

as part of the scabrous nonesuch: a composite of projects exhibit 

at The Liminal Gallery 

in The Community High School 

curated by Wilheim Katastrof and Warren Fry 

photo by jim leftwich 


chicken children 
squirm fly 
weight 

cough scary 
attraction 


i found those slides on a sidewalk in 
Charlottesville, almost 20 years ago 


that crushed can is a (found) visual poem all by itself (crushage) 


most of the metal junk is from an abandoned 

industrial park 

i drove over there one day about five years ago 

for the sole purpose of collecting a box 

of this junk 

since then it's all been torn down and turned into an event venue 
Wilheim lives about a block away, you can 

ask him if that's an improvement 


those word-cards are from a Dollar Store, 
intended for use with young children 


Cathy gave me that mat a few years ago, 
at one of the last Marginal Arts Festivals 


i spray-painted it and am giving it back to her, here 


that looks like Cathy's foot 
she's working on something that we can't see from here 
it's probably in another photograph 


the installation is NFS (not for sale) and 
NCV (no commercial value) 


there's more of that fake money, to the left, 
hanging just outside of this photograph 


anyone who wants it can have it 


INTIIIVUTITNTEUTTUTITNTTTT 
jim leftwich 
08.22.2016 
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Wilheim Katastrof 
Yesterday at 12:37am - 


| have a neighbor that | never see that does laundry between midnght and two am. | sleep in a 
room next to the laundry room. Is it unreasonable that | left a note asking if they can refrain from 
doing laundry between midnight and six am because | cant sleep if the machines are going and 
| have to get up between five and six to go to work? 


LikeShow more reactions 
CommentShare 
3Jules Vasylenko, Sid Vasylenko and 1 other 


Comments 


Sara E. Adrian No, it's not. Just mind how you word it 

Like - Reply «2 - Yesterday at 3:59am 

Kala Ladenheim It is possible that this is the only time they can do it, between jobs school and 
child care. Can you offer to help do the laundry for them at a different time if that is the case? 
Cause I'm thinking you wouldn't pick that time if you had alternatives. But maybe it is someone 
afraid of being seen. 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 9:24am - Edited 

Wilheim Katastrof Probably. 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 7:25am 

Jim Leftwich it's probably someone who works second shift and does laundry when they get 
home from work. and they probably have no idea that someone's bedroom is next to the laundry 
room. you just need to talk to them. writing a note was probably a good way to start the 
conversation. 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 1:42pm 

Wilheim Katastrof | agree. 

Like - Reply : Yesterday at 1:58pm 

Write a reply... 


Peter Brown Does your lease have a noise hours clause? You may be able to talk to your 
landlord about it too 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 7:28am 

Kala Ladenheim Some places actually lock laundry room for some hours. 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 8:56am 

Natalie Camillo “This is true. Our old apartment had this rule. | believe it was more to prevent 
theft or misbehavior but still. 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 9:16am 

Write a reply... 

Susan Jamison Earplugs. 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 8:47am 

Chrissy Core to me it is a property management situation - a rent paying tenant should not be 
having to fend for themselves when it comes to noise control in a multi unit bld....the landlord 
can restrict the hours of use and access to the laundry room if the landlord has a paying tenant 
located adjacent to the laundry room if the noise is disruptive and disturbing to the tenant - there 
are 24 hour laundry mats for people who like to do their laundry past midnight - keep a diary of 
how often you are awoken from noise in case you have to go to a tenant advocacy service 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 12:56pm 

Wilheim Katastrof Property Management here is useless unless | want them to take my money. | 
will talk to the neighbor first to see if we can accomodate each other. 

Like - Reply - 2 - Yesterday at 1:04pm 

Chrissy Core that is too bad - guess that is the only thing you can do 

Like - Reply : Yesterday at 1:06pm 

Peter Brown talking to the neighbor is probably the best place to start, but most states have 
tenant rights laws on the books to protect renters against landlords who won't do their jobs. you 
may be entitled to withhold your rent until the property management company fixes the situation. 
Like - Reply : Yesterday at 1:08pm 


08.24.2016 


Bela Grimm 


Yesterday at 2:32pm - Marysville, OH - 


What is your favorite word? 
| told Elijah-Atom | would ask everyone. 


E's not sure what his is. | asked if he wanted examples. When he signed yes, | told him mine is 
nougat, and Olchar's is (or was) mizzenmast. 


LikeShow more reactions 
CommentShare 
5Wilheim Katastrof, Olchar E. Lindsann and 3 others 


Comments 


Bela Grimm Olchar Mizzenmast made him laugh & he wrote that out as his now favorite word. 
Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 2:32pm 

Olchar E. Lindsann It's a funny word, almost makes me wish | was a sailor. | don't really know 
what it is, exactly. 

Like - Reply : 5 hrs 

Write a reply... 


Don Buttler Bitch mittens is my current word of the day at work. 

Like - Reply - 23 hrs 

Bela Grimm Hum. I'll ask him what he thinks about that ... Since he'll be reading it anyway... 
Uhm, how would you define that? | have an idea but I'm certain it's wrong. 

Like - Reply : 21 hrs 

Don Buttler When | climb poles myself and a lot of others do not wear gloves so you can feel the 
pole.....if you need to climb with gloves.....then you are using Bitch mittens© 

Like - Reply - 21 hrs 

Write a reply... 


Wilheim Katastrof Logorrhea 

Like - Reply - 1 - 22 hrs 

Bela Grimm Hey, | know that one! 

Like - Reply : 1-21 hrs 

Olchar E. Lindsann | taught that to my students in Quixote, one of their favourites. Along with 
‘scatalogical. 

Like - Reply - 5 hrs 

Write a reply... 

Ronnie Lee Bailey SaudadeSee Translation 

Like - Reply - 1 - 22 hrs 

Jim Leftwich nun, bod, burp, clod -- for the way the shapes of the letters interact (how can 
anyone have a single favorite word?) 

Like - Reply - 3-21 hrs 

Wilheim Katastrof | agree. 


Like - Reply - 1 - 21 hrs 

Bela Grimm We have talked about our favorite letter shapes and how we like to write them, but 
not whole words. I'll ask him about that. 

Unlike - Reply - 3-21 hrs 

Write a reply... 


Caroline Britton Thingybobin.we say this when can't remember real name. 
Like - Reply - 1-21 hrs 

Caroline Britton Kayleigh word is hai.a joke hi..x 
Like - Reply - 1 - 21 hrs 

Scott MacLeod sullen 

Like - Reply - 1-21 hrs 

Erica Jacoby Catharsis 

Like - Reply - 1-21 hrs 

Janie Hall My favorite word is mesmerize 

Like - Reply - 1-13 hrs 

Bradley Chriss Dinner 

Like - Reply : 1 - 29 mins 

Aaron Howard persiflage 

Like - Reply - 14 mins 


De Villo Sloan 
August 22 at 8:43pm 


Jovita Rodriguez is going to pop popcorn for her Karnival of Trash performance. What are some 
other performance ideas? 


LikeShow more reactions 
CommentShare 

Seen by 26 

2Diane Keys and Mick Boyle 


Comments 


Mick Boyle | am going to sharpen a pencil. very slowly. 


Like - Reply - 2 - August 22 at 9:37pm 

Jim Leftwich i will remove the last bag from a box of trash bags and put the empty box in the 
empty bag. 

Like - Reply - 6 - August 22 at 10:16pm 

Wilheim Katastrof lve done that performance before. Always a hit! 

Unlike - Reply - 2 - August 22 at 11:25pm 

Michael Dec | intend to simultaneously be there and not be there. 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 12:09am 

De Villo Sloan Michael Dec Good point - The Karnival of Trash will occur at multiple locations. 
So wherever you are is a carnival site. 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 7:14am 

Michael Dec A Temporary Trashpo Zone. 

Unlike - Reply - 1: Yesterday at 7:46am 

De Villo Sloan Michael Dec A gradual appropriation of the world - until the Trashpocalypse when 
Kulters will inherit the world. 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 9:47am 

Michael Dec check! 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 10:17am 

Write a reply... 

De Villo Sloan These are amazing, I'll write them up as event scores so they can be performed 
every year. 

Like - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 7:11am 

Lisa lversen | will pop bubble wrap. 

Like - Reply - 3 - Yesterday at 10:24am 

Lisa Iversen with a fork... 

Unlike - Reply - 1 - Yesterday at 10:45am 

De Villo Sloan Like Guy Debord: Is the Spectacle of Trash 

Like - Reply : 1 - Yesterday at 10:45am 

Write a reply... 


De Villo Sloan The popped bubbles, the fork, the pencil shavings, the empty trash bag box, the 
rotting banana peel - these are the sacred Kulter artifacts testifying that the performance took 
place. 

Like - Reply - 3 - Yesterday at 10:47am 


Diane KeysAll Things Trashpo 
Yesterday - 


Trashpo travelling art installation 


FR 





7You, John M. Bennett, Bill Beamer and 4 others 


Comments 


De Villo Sloan The banana peel is so brilliant. Trashpo's denial of Warhol. 

Like - Reply - Yesterday at 9:49am 

Jim Leftwich i thought it was brilliant because of its embrace of Warhol -- decay, mutability, 
slipperiness, the exploding plastic inevitable, on the famous couch at the factory (on the cover of 
ed sanders' magazine http://realitystudio.org/.../couch-the-andy-warhol-cover.../). the talisman of 
trashpo is the rotting banana peel. 

Couch: The Andy Warhol Cover of... 

REALITYSTUDIO.ORG 

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - 1 : 22 hrs 

Jim Leftwich Warhol is the perfect patron saint of trashpo, consider his time-capsule archive 
boxes (http:/Awww.warhol.org/edu_additional.aspx?id=7016): The Time Capsules are Warhol’s 
largest collecting project, in which he saved source material from his work and an enormous 
record of his own daily life. Warhol began creating his Time Capsules in 1974 after relocating his 
studio. He recognized that cardboard boxes used in the move were an efficient method for 
dealing with all of his "stuff." Warhol selected items from the daily flood of correspondence, 
magazines, newspapers, gifts, photographs, business records and material that passed through 
his hands to put in the open box by his desk. Once the box was full, he sealed it with tape, 
marked it with a date or title and put it in his archive. Collectively, this material provides a unique 
view into Warhol’s private world, as well as a broad cultural backdrop illustrating the social and 
artistic scene during his lifetime. From the early '70s until his death in 1987, Warhol created 612 
finished Time Capsules. 

warhol: Andy Warhol: Time Capsules 

WARHOL.ORG 

Like - Reply - Remove Preview - 2 - 22 hrs 

Mick Boyle | sent him some mail art in the late 70's. | wonder if any of it is in those boxes. 

Unlike - Reply - 2 - 20 hrs 

Write a reply... 


Mick Boyle Stunning! 

Like - Reply - 1 - 20 hrs 

Jim Leftwich my guess is if you sent it after 1974 it should be in one of the boxes -- unless he 
had a separate filing system for mail art he received 

Like - Reply : 2 - 20 hrs 

Diane Keys brilliant quote from the holy Trashpo bible (lowercase B) 

Like - Reply - 1 hr 


RICHARD HUELSENBECK AND RAOUL HAUSMANN 
“What is Dadaism and what does it want in Germany?” (1919) 


1 Dadaism demands: 


1) The international revolutionary union of all creative and intellectual men and women on the 
basis of radical Communism; 

2) The introduction of progressive unemployment through comprehensive mechanization of 
every field of activity. Only by unemployment does it become possible for the individual to 
achieve certainty as to the truth of life and finally become accustomed to experience; 

3) The immediate expropriation of property (socialization) and the communal feeding of all; 
further, the erection of cities of light, and gardens which will belong to society as a whole and 
prepare man for a state of freedom. 


2 The Central Council demands: 


a) Daily meals at public expense for all creative and intellectual men and women on the 
Potsdamer Platz (Berlin); 

b) Compulsory adherence of all clergymen and teachers to the Dadaist articles of faith; 

c) The most brutal struggle against all directions of so-called “workers of the spirit” (Hiller, Adler), 
against their concealed bourgeoisism, against expressionism and post-classical education as 
advocated by the Sturm group; 

d) The immediate erection of a state art center, elimination of concepts of property in the new art 
(expressionism); the concept of property is entirely excluded from the superindividual movement 
of Dadaism which liberates all mankind; 

e) Introduction of the simultaneist poem as a Communist state prayer; 

f) Requisition of churches for the performance of bruitism, simultaneist and Dadaist poems; 

g) Establishment of a Dadaist advisory council for the remodeling of life in every city of over 
50,000 inhabitants; 

h) Immediate organization of a large scale Dadaist propaganda campaign with 150 circuses for 
the enlightenment of the proletariat; 

i) Submission of all laws and decrees to the Dadaist central council for approval; 

j) Immediate regulation of all sexual relations according to the views of international Dadaism 
through establishment of a Dadaist sexual center. 


The Dadaist revolutionary central council. German group: Hausmann, Huelsenbeck Business 
Office: Charlottenburg, Kantstrasse 118. Applications for membership taken at business office. 


R. D. Laing, from The Politics of Experience (1967) 


Behavior can conceal or disclose experience. | devoted a book, The Divided Self, to describing 
some versions of the split between experience and behavior. And both experience and behavior 
are themselves fragmented in myriad different ways. This is so even when enormous efforts are 
made to apply a veneer of consistency over the cracks. 

| suggest the reason for this confusion lies in the meaning of Heidegger's phrase, the Dreadful 
has already happened. 

Psychotherapists are specialists in human relations. But the Dreadful has already happened. It 
has happened to us all. The therapists, too, are in a world in which the inner is already split from 
the outer. The inner does not become outer, and the outer become inner, just by the rediscovery 
of the "inner" world. That is only the beginning. As a whole, we are a generation of men so 
estranged from the inner world that many are arguing that it does not exist; and that even if it 
does exist, it does not matter. Even if it has some significance, it is not the hard stuff of science, 
and if it is not, then let's make it hard. Let it be measured and counted. Quantify the heart's 
agony and ecstasy in a world in which, when the inner world is first discovered, we are liable to 
find ourselves bereft and derelict. For without the inner the outer loses its meaning, and without 
the outer the inner loses its substance. 

We must know about relations and communications. But these disturbed and disturbing patterns 
of communication reflect the disarray of personal worlds of experience whose repression, 
denial, splitting, introjection, projection, etc. -- whose general desecration and profanation -- our 
civilization is based upon. 

When our personal worlds are rediscovered and allowed to reconstitute themselves, we first 
discover a shambles. Bodies half-dead; genitals dissociated from heart; heart severed from 
head; head dissociated from genitals. Without inner unity, with just enough sense of continuity to 
clutch at identity -- the current idolatry. Torn -- body, mind and spirit -- by inner contradictions, 
pulled in different directions. Man cut off from his own mind, cut off equally from his own body -- 
a half-crazed creature in a mad world. 
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23. The Book of | Said 66 1,292 


4) backward ah sinful notion, a people laden with ink iquity, a speed of evil doers, child rent that 
are gone away corrupters: they have fork saken the LORD, they have pro-evoked the Holy One 
of Is Real they are unto anger, 


5) faint, why should ye be strick hen any ore? ye will red volt ore and morel: the whole head is 
sick heart and the whole. 


6) ointment from the soule of the boot seven unto the bread there is no sound nest in it; but 
wounds and bruises, spoons and grease, and putrifying scores: they have not been closets, 
neither rebounds up, neither mollified pith. 


7) strangers, your country is desk plate, your pities are burned with fire: your lard, stranglers 
devil our it in your pre-sense, and it is de so late, as over thrown by it. 


8) city and the daughter of Lion is left field as a cottage cheese in a boneyard, as a ledge ina 
garden of cucumbers, as a bee sieged. 


9) Gomorrah Excerpt the LORD of ghosts had left-wing unto us a very smell remnant, we 
shroud unto have bean as Sodom, and we should have been like unto us. 


10) GomorrahH ear the lord of the WORD, ye slide-rules of Sodom; give ear unto the coleslaw 
of our God, ye people of sod and doom. 


11) goats, to what purpose is the multi attitude of your sac riff ices unto me? say it the LORD: | 
am full of he, the burnt offerings of ramps, and the flat tires of fled beats; and | delight snot in the 
brood of bollocks, or of lambs, or of limbs, or of climbs, or of limps, of lamps, or clamps. 


7. The Book of Trash Contest Judges 21 618 


5) And they found Adonibezek in Bezek and in Adoni: and they fought against him, and they 
slew the lewd Canaanites, at Nite in Canaa, and the Perizzites in Zites-Periz. 


6) But Adonibezek fled from Bezek; and they pursued after him, and caught him in Adoni, and 
cut off his thumbs and his great toes. 


7) And Adonibezek said, Threescore and ten kings tin kings, having their thumbs and their great 
toes cut off, having their lungs and their great nose cut off, gathered their meat under my table, 
gathered to eat under my fable: as | have done, so God hath requited me, so God hath required 
and quieted me . And they brought him to Jeru-Salem, where they burned him as a witch, and 
there he died. 


11. The First Book of King Sneeze 22 816 
And Adonijah slew sheep in lewd sleep and oxen and vixen and oven and ox-zen and fat cattle 
by the hat and stone and bone of Zoheleth, which is by Enrogel The Enraged, and called all his 


culled brethren the king's sons beneath the sun, and all the men the ramen of Judah, Amen the 
king's servants and ants: 


12. The Second Book of King Sneeze 25 719 


1) Then a Mob rebelled against Is Real after the death of a habit. 


2) And Aha Zebra fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber that was in Sam's Club aria, 
and was sick, and was slick: and he scent messengers, and aid unto them, Goat, enquire of 
Bald Zebra Bathtub the god of Akron, weather | shall recover of this disease. 


3) But the angle of the LORD said to Elijah the Tish, bite, Arise, go up to meat the messengers 
of the king of Sam's Club aria, and say unto them, Is it knot because there is note a God in Is 
Real, that ye goat to enquire of Bald Zebra Bathtub the god of Akron? 


4) Now there four us saith the LORD, Thou salt knot comb dawn from that bred on witch thou art 
phone up, but shalt die, as sure as salt. And Elijah the Tish departed, bite. 


The Book of Psychic High School 


Trashpo Jesus peered into his spit wad and was horrified by what he saw. He angrily pumped 
his fists shouting, “The Karnival of Trash is an abomination!” Trashpo should never involve 
cheap carnie midgets running ferris wheels and tilt-o-whirls!! Leave the parlor tricks to me, the 
one, the only, Holy Trashpoly !” 


Dkulters shook at the fierceness of his delivery and watched as he ordered delivery of 1,000 day 
old bread for the masses to split equally and evenly. They wondered how such a loving Trashpo 
Jesus could be so kind and generous with sinful trashpoets living in a cult of personality. And no 
Karnival of Trash was allowed ever again in the hillsides, parks, driveways, bathrooms, dog 
fighting stadiums, or public squares. And they were happy. And then it was bad. The worst. And 
the worsted was yet to come. 


Hashbrowns Jesus in That spit Wade, and was horrified or stayed in. He pumped into a fist 
angry Roper, "Karnival THE waste is an abomination!" Trashpo Bor never be with dwarfism 
Carnie and cheap impeller rotates diameter wrap Boy!! If you salon Vice Me, one, only, Howard 
Johnson's Trashpoly! " 


Dkulters shaken by viola-sense at that professional vision and the old Spears in Sears Catalog 
1000, livery mass will be distributed equally and evenly. Were asked of my seven livers, how 
such a loving glove compartment of Hashbrowns Jesus could be so very kind and generous 
AGAINST sinners spinning trashpoets? Living in a personal banality cult. He was not allowed off 
again Karnival garbage. At the foot of the mountains and gardens were walkways, bathrooms 
and dog fighting, stadiums, public squares and little thawed gardens, - young mothers and big 


sisters with eyes full of pilgrimages, sultanas, princesses tyrannical of costume and carriage, 
little foreign misses and young ladies gently unhappy. They were happy. Ish. Happy-ish. 


They were as happy as fish. 


24. The Book of Jeers and Mica 52 1,364 


11 hot wind from the bare heights in time, says this people and Jerusalem, in the desert or clean 
the daughter of my people, and do not throw cookies 


12 decisions against stronger wind to come; Now also | give them cookies. 


13 Their horses are here come up as clouds, his chariots like a whirlwind, that spoil faster than 
eagles. Woe to us with cookies! 


14 evil thoughts with cookies on thee, O Jerusalem, how long you wash your heart from 
wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. 


15 A voice reported suffering from Ephraim, Dan, and proclaims with biscuits 


16 Judas cities you mention the nations; behold, publish against Jerusalem, that the spectators 
come from a far country, and give your voice against sweets 


17 As the LORD guard the fields that are against their versatility; because she was rebellious 
against me, with biscuits 


18 reaches your heart, your trip and your actions were acquired these things for you; This is 
your evil, because it is bitter, because it is with cookies 


19 My bowels sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war, my bowels! | hurt in my heart; My soul, my 
heart speaks noise in me; Unable to connect with cookies, because you have heard, 
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